
Congratulations go out to Kelly Ryan, a Freshman at Glacier, for 

her recognition at the Fresno Fair in October. 

Kelly took home the plaque for “Best in Show” for the entire Arts 

and Crafts category (4H and Independent Exhibits)– quite an 

honor! The winning piece was a “peacock dragon,” shown below. 

Kelly’s other entries received additional recognitions- 

Acrylic Paintings: one first place and one second 

Crochet: (unicorn, Toothless, and Pokemon)- each a first place 

winner 

Needlework: a Guinea pig family, and the previously mentioned 

peacock dragon, both firsts. 

Fantastic job, Kelly– keep making us proud! 
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Special Dates of Interest 

 11/6 Attendance Due 

 11/11 Veteran’s Day Holiday 

 11/18 Senior Financial Aid Info 

Meetings, Fresno and Oakhurst 

(see p3) 

 11/25-27 Thanksgiving Break 

 12/4 Grad Nite Deposits Due 

 12/8 Christmas Tree Lane Event 

For a comprehensive list of all  

important GHSC dates, click here 
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Do you believe in dragons? 

Kelly Ryan,  

artist extraordinaire, 

with some of her work…. 

http://www.glacierhighcharter.org/important-dates.html


 

Volunteers are sought for 
decorating in advance, as 
well as persons willing to 
serve refreshments and greet. 

It is hoped that Emily Dixson’s 
choir class will be able to 
perform, at a site TBD. 

December 8 has been desig-
nated as a walk-only evening, 
so hopefully many Glacier 
families will avail themselves 
of the opportunity. 

For those that choose to take 
part in the walk, Christmas 
Tree Lane is approximately 2 
miles long, through decorated 
homes and approximately 
300 cedars decorated with 
60,000 feet of lights– quite a 
spectacle to behold. Dress 
warmly. 

Be on the lookout for details 
in next month’s edition of the 
GG for Glacier’s participa-
tion in the annual Christmas 
Tree Lane conducted on Van 
Ness Boulevard in Fresno’s Fig 
Garden district. 

So far, we know that Glacier’s 
involvement will be on the 
evening of December 8, from 
6 to 10 PM.  

 

The event is 92 years old, 
with interesting origins, linked 
to the community’s mourning 
of a child who died. 

Trivia question: Christmas Tree 
Lane shut off the lights for two 
Christmases. Can you guess 
which years- and why? See 
below for answer. 

For more information and 
history on Christmas Tree 
Lane, go to: 

Living on the Lane 

Sunset’s Lane 

By all means, make it to this 
event, if at all possible! 

Christmas Tree Lane Event Dec.8 

From Senate Bill 725: 

“Notwithstanding any other law, 

the high school exit examination 

shall not be required as a condition 

of receiving a diploma of 

graduation ... from high school for a 

pupil completing grade 12 in 2015 

and who has met all other high 

school graduation requirements.”  
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tive, the CAHSEE served a 
purpose, namely as another 
layer of “quality control” 
placed upon graduates. 

However, Common Core cur-
riculum has been molded with 
input from the higher educa-
tion and job market sectors- 
so that, in theory, at least- 
graduates will be better 
equipped to transition into the 
working world. 

Perhaps the common thread is 
that accountability doesn’t go 
away– whether it be in the 
form of a graduation test, or 
later in actual job perfor-
mance. Inevitably, one must 
eventually demonstrate what 
one knows, in order to achieve 
success. 

Links: 

CAHSEE controversy 

College eligibility 

Retro Diplomas 

After years of “tug-of-war” 
over the issue, the California 
Department of Education has 
withdrawn it’s requirement of 
passage of the CAHSEE exam 
for graduation. In the past, 
interpretations (and enforce-
ments) of this law have varied 
from district to district; in some 
cases students have been 
denied a diploma for not 
successfully being able to 
pass both parts of this test. 
The current ruling applies 
specifically to the next three 
years, but is practically being 
viewed as the death knell for 
CAHSEE. In addition, past 
students will now be able to 
retroactively receive formerly 
denied diplomas. 

The original intention of the 
CAHSEE exam was to insure 
that a standard statewide 
level of competency be 
demonstrated before a stu-
dent is certified as a 
“graduate.”  

Before the CAHSEE, districts 
had the option of using their 
own “competency tests,” but 
always at their own discretion.  

But late in the 1990’s there was 
a movement within state educa-
tional circles emphasizing a 
need for accountability. The 
groundwork for CAHSEE began 
in 1999. Similarly, on the na-
tional front, the George H.W. 
Bush administration pressed the 
adoption of the No Child Left 
Behind Act (NCLB) in 2002. 

Currently, the prevailing educa-
tional philosophy has shifted 
towards Common Core– like 
NCLB, an attempt at nation-
wide standardization, but with 
a major shift in emphasis, and 
without linking graduation to 
the passage of a test. 

Most students won’t miss the 
CAHSEE, which generally was 
accompanied by a lot of stress.  

From an employer’s perspec-

CAHSEE Bites the Dust (sort of...) 

Not to be missed... 

Trivia answer:  

1941 (WW2 blackout), and 

1973 (energy crisis) 

Watercolor arts class is still open on Mondays 1-2:30 at Oakhurst campus. Just show up! 

https://thehomestory.com/living-on-Christmas-Tree-Lane/
http://www.sunset.com/travel/california/christmas-tree-lane
http://edsource.org/2015/uncertain-impact-of-californias-high-school-exit-exam/85387
file://mhcs02/users/bboe/My Documents/tracker_start.log
http://www.cde.ca.gov/nr/ne/yr15/yr15rel68.asp


Senior Section 
11/7  SAT test date (@ YHS) 

11/18  SCCCD  Financial Aid informational meeting:    
         Fresno 1 pm 

         Oakhurst 4 pm 

11/30  Fresno State applications due 

12/3  SCCCD  online orientation opens (establishes registration order) 

12/4  Grad Nite deposit due 

12/12  ACT test date 

12/18  Fresno State Smittcamp Scholarship application due 

 

 

 

Don’t forget that Glacier main-
tains a college and career center 
on its Oakhurst campus with a 
vast supply of informational re-
sources and handouts. Your char-
ter teacher can help, too. Just ask. 



WE’RE ON THE WEB 

GLACIERHIGHCHARTER.ORG 

 

A significant number of students 
struggle with learning disabilities 
and/or ADHD. Some aren’t even 
aware of a reason for their diffi-
culties. While there are many 
misunderstandings surrounding 
“learning disabilities” and ADHD, 
as well as their diagnoses, there 
is a website with a storehouse of 
informational articles and videos, 
as well as a support network 
forum for those who are impact-
ed. Parents will also value in the 
support found in the “parents’ 
toolkit.” There is even a learning 
disability simulation for those 
who are not affected- to build 
empathy with those who are.  

www.understood.org 

Link of the Month 

 41267 Highway 41 

Oakhurst, CA 93644 

 

Phone: (559) 642-1422 

 

Fax: (559) 642-1592  

  Home of the Gryphons 

Glacier High School Charter 

Save Those Labels 
Glacier collects Campbell’s Soup and Box top for Education 

(cereal) vouchers to support school funding. If you care to bring 

these coupons to the front desk, either in Oakhurst or Fresno, we 

will gladly accept. Sometimes they have an expiration date, so 

check that first. Thanks for your support! 

Ask a “day-tripper” how Monterey went (10/28)... 

Has Alzheimer’s Impacted Your Family? 

Attend a FREE workshop at Clovis Community Hospital 

6-7:30 PM Thursday, November 5th 

Led by Dr. Loren Alving 

Co-Director UCSF Alzheimer/Memory Center 

Click for Registration Details 
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http://www.understood.org
http://www.communitymedical.org/our-facilities/clovis-community-medical-center/understanding-alzheimers

